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REFLECTIONS 


F amous Petition, CC. 


Here is all the aſa in as World 
| to be aſſured , that the Grand and 
'A, moſt Capital Enemies: of ' this King- 
doni-are now at work; :and that they are 
hbouring to Undermine and Subvert all the 
Pillars that Support the Peace and Wellfare of 
the Nation. © Theſe Men cannot endure tobe- 
hold fach Perſons in ' Authority, as they well 
know be Obſtructors of their Deſigns. How 
theſ&en Jaboured formerly Tooth and Nail, 
by ther »Diligent and Illegal Canvaſſing ar 
the Blebtions for Magiſtratcs 'of this City, to 
fayour the Arbitrary Courſes of the Court at _ 
that time, and what the Fatal Effects of their 
Choices were, 1s ſtill too Freſh in Memory 
to be: forgot. Nothing would ſerve their 
Turns but Lord Mayors, that contrary to the 
Rules and Maxims of Truth and Honeſty, 
A 2 would 
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would yield a Slayiſh Compliance to the Vio- 
lences and Uſurpations of the two Preceding 
Kings upon their Religion and- Libernes. 
Nothing would pleaſe 'em, + but Sheriffs, to 
pick and cull out Jury-men by their Partial 
Verdicts, to Authorize the Murders of Good 
Men, by Perjury-; and Subornagon: And» All 
this, to Promoteahe Imrcagues, and: Proſper 
the Leud Contrivances of thoſe that ſought 
the Deſtruttion of their Laws, their Ltbercies 

and Religion. | 9 Þ 
Now that the ſame Defigns are ſtill carried 
en, 1s plainly evident from hence, thae tie 
Dormant Plotters of the Nations Ruin, fuill 
wake choice of the ſame Tools and Inftru- 
ments which they made uſe of before : Some 
that ſtand Recorded ſtill in ſundry; Tryals, for 
Offering up thoſe ; Sacrifices to Arbutrary 
Power, that were fo Barbaroufly imivendo'd 
© the Axe or Gibbct : ,Orhers that  Fawe- 
ingly and Ignominiouſly contributed.,[tb the 
Surrender of the Ancient Rights aftid Fran- 
chiſes of the City, with no leſs Treachery to 
ther Poſterity, than Infidelity to their Preſenc 
Truſt, Such a Spirit of Facobiztiſm,, not to be 
exarcized by all the Force of Common Senſe 
and Reaſon, Demomacks theſe People even to. 
Fury 
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Fary and, Frenzy,z faſcinated withall by-the 
plauſible - Infinuations of thoſe Non-refiſtance 
and Paſſrve Obedience Gentlemen, that aft againſt 
the very Dofrines which they ſo. loudly Trum- 
pet forth chemſelves ; as if it were Unlawful 
to reſiſt King 7ames, but Lawful to Plot and 
Confpire againſt King William. And yet what 
they. can. ſec in their Abdicatcd King Zames 
' that ſhould draw their Aﬀection and Obe- 
dience toward Him, with ſuch a Magnetick 
. Violence, 1s that which ſurpaſſes the Under- 
ſtanding of all Intelligent Men. So that if 
Juſtice and Moderation in Rule, if Courage in 
the Field, and Tenderneſs toward the People, 
if Prudence in Conduct, and a ſedulous Care 
of the Publick Welltare , . all which are cmi- 
nently conſpicuous in King W:i/lram, be the 
Characters that denovre a Good Prince, there 
is nothing of this, as thar owns Bn 
has found, that 1s to be diſcern'd in King 
Zames, bur all quite the contrary. So that 
moit certainly, « wer never was a more Un- 


lucky. Act, ether of Ignorance, or Fally, or 
Madneſs, , commuted by a Hundred and 
Eighteen Perſons, pretending to be Rational 
Creatures, than to expoſt themſelves under 
their own Hands, for Fools and Knayes to 


(6) 
all Europe.” "And that' which ſeetns moſt Ridi- 
culous, is their ſetting their Chief Nicodems 
in the Yan. ©, 

* For this Deſign i is b Lad, as Hot to be con- 
fin'd within the Boynds of Great Britain ;' it 
extends its intended Influences uport all the 

ſent Emergencies of 'a Fourth part of the 
World, in ſuch Critical Conuneture of Affairs, 
as Hiſtory can hardly parallel: For Eutopeti 
now cither to break the Ferters which are 'pre- 


paring for Her by an Ambitious-Monarch, -or - 


elſe to fee her felf Loaded with the-Chains of 
Gallick Servitude to Perpetuity!** And by 


Auſpicious Act of Providence, to'the Aﬀonith- 


ment of Hiſtory, his Preſent Majeſty of Great 
Britain, united with his PAlnent of *E1- 
gland, 1s, under God, the Chiefeſt Comfort 'of 

er Doubtful Hopes. The Confederate Princes 
look upon his Miraculous Reftormg of Great 
Britain to her Ancient Liberty, to be a Teſti- 
mony that Heaven has farther deſign'd Him 
to deliver Germany, and derive a moſt -pro- 
bable Omen from his Speedy :Triumphs-m 
Teland, that the French will be as unable-to 


withſtand him upongthe Rhine, as they were at 
the Boyne. 


While 


S ; 


CP 

While All Exrope remains in this Suſpence, 
ang. full of Expectations from England, what 
may-we think of thoſe that Toyl and Moyl to 
Obſtruct Deſign ſo Glorrouſly Tranſcendent, 
upon the Good Succeſs of which, depends not 
only the :Peace and Wellfare of all Ezrope, but 
the- Eternal Honour and Glory of their own 
Nation? Gan thoſe Short-fighted Common- 
Council-Men then, that labour to obſtruct it, 
take,it-il} to. be. accounted Rapparees? Orcan 
thaſe Paſſie Obedjence, and Non-reſiſtance Gen» 
tlemen, - that make it their Buſineſs to impede ir, 
be. offended; if they: are not look'd upon to 
be ſo much as Chriftians, while chey.take part 
with the French, in- League with Infidels, to 

ſhare the Spoils- of Chriſtendom ? 
However this 6s the Godly Proteſtant Defign 
a Foot, ang the Petitioners are made the Too0k- 
and Culljestco drive it on: Unhappy in this, 
that they who ſpur 'em forward, get all the 
Louidores, while they are forced to drudge for 
nothing ; -no,. not ſo. much as a Treatment at 
the Tavern. - And there 1s another Misfortune 
that attends 'em, that it 1s their Intereſt to be 
accounted rather Fools and Madmen, than 
Perſons of Wit: and Diſcretion. For ſhould 
the World be fo uncharitable, as-to believe _ 
truly 
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(V3 
truly ſenſible of afting for Lewis XIV. as'they 
do, under the Pretence of -being good Subbjefts 
to King James, the Scandal would be'mivch 
more Fatal to their Reputation. And indeed 
if this Conſideration do not retrieve 'em ſpeedily 
from their Miſtake, the Conſequence natarally 
flowing from their Perſcverance-will 'be, ' chat 
like thoſe who ſet 'em on, they will be con- 
cluded Traytors to their Country. The French 


King was ſure of King Zames; but He being 


gone, his Hopes arc now in the Common- 
Council of London. His Majeſty wants a Supply 
toanſwer the Expectations of all Europe ; and 
Lewis XIV. can find no other way to obſtruct 
their | Generous Proceedings, than by- an'tin- 


ſeaſonable Periion of the' Common Council of 


London, and bringing the Petty Brabbles of 
Ward-Motcs before the Parliament, - to inter- 
rupt the Grand Afﬀeairs of Chriſtendom”: Cer- 
tainly theſe Petitioners cannot chuſe but know, 
if they underſtand any thing, that it is both 
che Defign and Intereſt of the: French King, to 
reſtore' King Fames to his Abdicated Throne, 
if he can, as knowing him to be a ſure Card 
in his Pack. They cannot bur apprehend, if 
they haye common Senſe, that Lewis XIV. 
hugs James II. and compaſſionates his Mis- 


tortunes, 
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fortunes, not for any Eſteem that he has for 
his Perſon, but under the Pretence of Aſſiſting 
the Catholick Religion oppreſſed in England, 
and a Catholick Prince that has Forfeited all 
his Rights of Sovercigntv, to foment and 
cheriſh Faction and Diviſion mn a Country , 
where he Dreads nothing more than their 
united Force againſt him. They cannot be 
ſo Ignorant as not to be affur'd, that there 
can be nothing more to the Adyantage of 
France, conſidering the preſent Criſis of her 
Afﬀairs., than a well contrivd Confuſion in 
England, Yet theſe are the Men that pretend 
to be ſuch Minions of the Church of England, 
the Cream of Proteſtantiſm, the only Men of + 
Honeſty and Loyalty : Theſe are the Men that 
ſuffer themſelves to be led by the Noſes, and 
made the Tools and Inſtruments in the Hands 
of Popiſh Proſtitutes, - and Mothy Proteſtants, 
to\.carry on the Deteſtable Deſigns of thoſe 
who having once already laid the City in 
Aſhes, as the Great Obſtruction of their Bleſſed 
Machunations, would now again inflame it 
with Combuſtions of another Nature; tending 
neverthele(s with an cqual Ardency to Palati- 
nate Ravage and Depopulation. 


B Now 
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Now then as to the little Engine made uſe 
of to unhinge, or at laſt retard the united 
Counſels of the King and Parliament, it is 
called, An Humble Petition of the Members of 
the Common-Council of the City of London, there- 
unto Subſcribing. Where are to be confti- 
dercd the Timung of it, The Grounds of the 
Complaint , the Perſons complained againſt, 
and the Perſons that coinplain. As to the 
Timing of it, the Promoters of this Petition 
no leſs underſtand than France 1s well aflured, 
that if Fng/and recover her Priſtine Glory, ſhe 
muſt Fall ; ard that her Flower de Luces, that 
have fo long, overſhaded Europe, muſt give 
way to King Williams Laurels, Frante con- 
tends for an Unjuſt Empire, and to wreſt from 
the Hands of many Sovercign Princes in the 


quiet Enjoyment of their Ancient Inhericances, 


a Univerſal Peſpotick Monarchy, to gratific 
her Exorbitant ana Boundleſs Ambition. And 
to compals this Deſign, He rrainples upon all 
the Laws of God and Man ; onurting nothing 
that Impicty and Contempt of Heaven can 
infuſ-into- his Breaſt. On the other fide King 
William, with a Generoſity far ſurpaſhng thar 
of the Ancient Hero's, fo Famous for Sub- 
duing the Tyrants and Deſtructive Monſters 
of 


Cos) 


of thoſe Ages, makes it his ſole Buſineſs to 
reduce this Monſter of Men to Reaſon, and 
thereby to reſtore Tranquillity and Freedom 
to all Emrope, and he has already done to 
his own People: An Undertaking altogether 
Vertuous, altogether God-like. The Parlia- 
ment applaud His Majcſties Deſign, and una- 
nimouſly concur to furniſh him with Supplies 
proportionable ro ſo Great and ſo Expenſive 
an Entcrprize. But in the nudſt of their 
Important Debates, an Impertinent Petition 
muft- be clap'd into the Houſe: to give a_ 
Check to their Confpicuous Induſtry for the 
Good pf All Chriſtendom, now making her 
laſt Efforts to reſcue her ſclft from perpetual 
Bondage. Was this a Time to trouble the 
Parliament with City Quarrels and Diſputes 
about Inferior EleEtions, when the General. 
Wellfare of Europe lycs at Stake > So that 
had it only been the Dittrefled Duke of Savoy's 
ſingle Relicf, it had bcen worth a Hundred of 
thoſe Petty Controverliics. 

- But this:'was not all, for the Promoters of 
this Petition ſeem. to be Men that loved to 
Nick-a Buſineſs ; and therefore believing there 
would be a Sudden Receſs of the Parlia- 
ment, in rcgard of His Mapſty's ſpeedily 

In- 
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intended Voyage for Holland, they thought 
it moſt proper to interrupt the Sedulons Con- 
ſulcations of the Houſe for the King's Supply, 
when they conceived 'em to be moſt ſeverely 
pinch'd for Time, and that it behoved the 
Commons to improve every Moment for the 
King's Buſineſs. For by this means they 
imagined they ſhould find ſo much Work for 
the Parliament, that they ſhould not be able 
to compleat the King's Supply before he went 
into Helland; and by that Artifice to fru- 
ſtrate, or at leaſt retard the King's intended 
Early Preparations. And this 1s fo agreeable 
to the Matinies and Interruptions of the ſame 
Perſons, when conven'd but the laſt Summer 


to Supply Her Mageſty with Money .to- rein- 


force the Navy with Ships and Men againſt 
the French, then hovering upon our Coaſts, 
that it may readily be concluded to be a Con- 
trivance of the fame Head-picces, and for the 
ſame Trcacherous Ends. 


King Charles the Second brought a Juſtice 


of the Peace upon his Knees in Council, not- 
withſtanding the Pleas of his Fathers and his 
own Loyalty, for committing an Exciſe-man 
too ſeyere perhaps m the Diſcharge of his 
Duty ; and jus Reaſon was this, becauſe the 


Gentle- 
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Gentleman obſtructed the Gathering of his 
Revenue: But much more Juſtly do theſe 
Men deſerye the King's Diſpleaſure, ' that go 
about to ſtop the very Springs of Spcedy ; and 
Neccſlary Supply, at ſuch an Importunate Con- 
junfzre as this. There 1s a ſmall Treatiſe 
fatcly publiſhed in French, under the Title of 
The Empire and Emperor Betray'd, wherein the 
Author makes it plainly appear, what Tricks 
of Legerdemain the French King practiced to 
retard and diſappoint the Emperor's Prepara- 
tions againſt him. And in the Life of the 
Duke of Lorrain, now lately Printed, it 1s but 
too notoriouſly remarkable, how that Re- 
nowned General loſt the Advantages of a 
whole Campaigne, 1n regard tus Officers rc- 
fuſed to give Crequi Battcl, which he had 
always declined ol char fair Opportunity , 
becauſe Supplies of Money, and other Ne- 
ceſlary Provitions, retarded by Artifices and 
Tricks of the French, were never ſent, as they 
ought to have been, to the Imperial Army ; 
of which the Duke himſelf made loud Com- 
'plaints upon his return to Vienma. Now cer- 
tainly the French King is ſtill Lewis XIV. But in 
the mean time 'tis a nk Honour to the Sub- 
ſeribers of the Common-Council Petition, that they 

C haye 
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have no Motion, but what they derive from 
the Wheels of France. And indeed\ were not 
theſe things moſt Obyious to common Senſe, 
and the Jong Experience of the two late Reigns, 
our Subſcribing Members of the Common-Council 
might Object and fay, they were not Bern Poli- 
ticians: However tho 'tis believed there are 
very few will Object againſt their Objection, 
yet the very Inſtinct of Self-preſervation com- 
mon to Beaſts, would inſtruct em better; than 
to act for the Common Foe of Mankind, becauſe 
he happens to be a Self-ended Friend to K.Zames. 

W hat further ufe they would have made of 
this Nick of Time, may be readily conjectured , 
for ſome believe that they hoped for great Alter- 


ations in the City upon their Subſcribed Petition ;, 


and then thev would have had the World in a 
String. They would have had all the Chicf Ma- 
eiſftratcs of this City of their chuſing,and then 
all things would have gone right forK. Fares and 
K. Lewis, For at this time their Intereſts are not to 
be ſeparated. K.Lews 1s at this time cndeavoring 
to rcheve Limerick in heland with Arms and 
Proviltons, and theretore it behoves the Subſeri- 
bers to obſerve his Motions, and buſtle in tin:c to 
ſupport his Contrivances in England, The Cri- 
tical Conjuncture requires It ; aut Nunc, aut 

Nunguam. 
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Nunquam. Their unneceſſary Cavilling and 
Wrangling to diſappoint the Supplies that Q. 
Meory demanded when the French were at our 
Doors, and their Invaſion cvery Hour expected 
(and after ſuch a Diſappointment as that of the _ 
Cock-pit Match, it was as much as Men could 
do) was a Nicking A&t of Time: And this ſame 
Sympathizing Brangle of a Petition to diſap- 
pojnt His Majeſty,and conſequently the Expedla- 
tians of All Europe, was another Nicking of the 
true: Minute; a ſcafonable Dragging of Time by 
the Forelock, with his Sithe to Mow down all the 
Fair Opportunities of making the Nation both 
Happy and Glorious. So that if we conſider the 
Time, we ſhall find theſe Szbſcribers ſo punctual 
to K. Lewis, that if they had been his C lock-makers, 
or his Band of Violins, they could not have ob- 
ſerved his Meaſures more exactly. 

And this Aſſurance, that they have Inſtru- 
ments ſo punctual to their Time, 1s that which 
makes the Facobites as confident of K. Zames's 
Reftauration, as the Twrks,with an implicit Faith, 
believe the Return of Mahomer. They talk of it 
one among another with ſo much certainty,as if 
another Moxk were marching to Dover to reccive 
him.And therefore was,that a Carrier and two 


Caſſock'd Mmiſters diſcourſing together in the 
C 2 Kitchin 
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Kitchin at Gerards-Hall but tother day: Well 
Maſter, ſaid the Carrier--what--d'ye think we ſhall 
have IK.James again ?—As ſure,quo the Miniſter, 
& thou art a Living Man-—But when,quo the Car- 
\ ficr-—Before the end of next Summer, T le hold 
. my Life on't- quo the Miniſter.With a great deal 
more of this Riffraff, which was over-heard by 
the Cook-Maid, of whom they were not ſo cau- 
rious, as perhaps they ought to have been. "Tis 
true, that one of theſe Canonical Gentlemen had 
never taken the Oaths to K.Williem and Q.Mary, 
but the other had, yet he was fo far from in- 
tcrrupting the Diſcourſe, that he ſeemed ex- 
treamly pleaſed with the Tidings. 

Now it 1s impoſſible for theſe Men, unleſs 
their Rational Souls have forſaken 'em, to be'fo 
Confident without any Grounds of Aſſurance : 
Or ſuppoſe their Hopes may be Vaan, or atleaſt 
become fruſtrated in the end ; yet it 1s im- 
poſſible for 'em to tickle their Fancies, without 
ſome Straw or other of a Probability, tho never 
ſo Airy. Among the reſt thercfore, "it may be 
juſtly conjectured, that the Contrivance of the 
Subſcribers Petition was one; a thing well known 
at that time,to thoſe two Diſcreet Miniſters, and 
upon which a great part of their Hopes depen- 
ded,tho they would not impart all their Know-' 
ledge to the Carries. As 
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As to the Grounds of. the Complaint, the 
firſt 1s, - That ſeveral Aldermen! of the City, ſo 
made by virtue of Commiſſions from the- late 
King James under his Great Seal, , ſtill aft as 
+=) Anas by that Authority, under pretence, that 
they are flill continued by ſome doubtful Ex- 
preſſ ron in the AG of Parliament for Rever- 

GC. 
pat Sir Thomas Pilkington was n0t duly de- 
clared Lord Mayor. 

That Mr. Robinſon. was unduly impoſed upon 
the City for Chamberlain of London. 

That ſeveral Members of the Council are ille- 
gally Excluded. 

That the Lord Mayor and Aldermen have 
aſſumed the Execution of the Office of Town- 
Clerk, vacant for above { hree Months, into their 
own Hands, and appointed ſeveral Perſons to ex- 
ecute the ſame, without the Conſent of the Com- 
mon-Council, by whom that Officer is only Eligible. 

That they themſelves have not been ſuffered to 
Meet and Conſult avout the neceſſary Afﬀairs of 
the City. 

And laſtly, That 4 having agreed to make 
their Addreſs to the Parliament for ſettling their 
Grievances, the Mayor refuſed it, and to prevent 
their Application, diſſolved the Court. 


All 


S.- 

'AlI- which Complaints are grounded upon 
the Subſcribers Hopes, That the late AZ of Pallia. 
ment for Reve: ſing the Judgment in the Quo' War- 
ranto, world have reſtored the City to its Ancient 
«R7 ohts and Priviledves. 

To theſe ſeveral Allegations, panticutar An- 
ſwers have already been printed with Allowance 
of publick Authority poſinvely aſic:ting theSub- 
{cribers Afertions to be Untrue ; the meer Cla- 
mours of Calumny and Vcxatious Falthuod mm 
che Relation of Matter of Fat; the moſt nart 
already made apparent by the Fair Proof 'of Per- 
ſons upon their Oaths. To which Anſwers;need- 
Icls to be repeated here, the Reader'is refer. 

However there is this farther to be remarked; 
that ſurely the Subſcribers had a very mean Opi- 
nion of the Wiſconr of the Houſe of Commons, to 
believe that\ſo Great an' Aſſembly w ould fall 
immcdiately npon the' Lvre! Mayor and Aldermen, 

withour examining the Verity of the Subſcribers 
Allegations. For it they did not believe thar,they 
could not imagine that a Petition Stuffed with 
Untruths,tho never fo plauſivle, could ſtand the 
Teft of Parliqment-Inquiſh tion. Bur it ſeems the 
Subſcribers aſlunv'd the ſame Liberty inAppcaling 
tO the Parhament, as they that firſt launch into 
Chancery Suits who! take the Liberty to pur = 
cir 


( 19 ) 
their Bills, whatever makes for their Advantage, 
whether True or Falſe. But however fuch Pro- 
ceeding may be allowed in Chancery, the Sub- 
ſcribers could never expect from an Untrue and 
Litigious Appeal to the Commons of England, 
any better Succcfs than what they have had. 

It remains then to be a Raſh and Inconſide- 
rate picce of Infolence, to diſturb the Conſulta- 
tions of ſo Great an Aſſembly, buſily imployed in 
the moſt Important Aﬀairs that perhaps wall 
ever come under their Debate again ; ſince the 
Parhament of England is now the Parliament of 
the whole Proteſtant World. And therefore ſince 
the Subſcribers could not expect to be relieved 
from Grievances,,auherc there was only a Greats 
Cry and a /ittle " 1 it follows of Courſe, that 
their Petition was only a Propenſe Contrivance, to 
render Abortive the Wiſtful Expectation of All 
Europe. Had their Grievances bcen real, they 
had bcen unſcaſonable, but as thev were only - 
Complaints, without any jult Grounds, was an 
unmannerly Afﬀfronc,to ofter Cavil and Conten- 
tion to the Supream Reaſon of the Nation. For 
he that offers Impertinent and Groundleſs Com- 
plaints to his Superior, thinks him ſarely cither 
very Weak,or cle obiiged by Preingagement,or 
<l{c that he knows not what to do with hisTune ; 


from 
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' from all which Incivilities toward the Commons 
of England, the Subſcribers are to acquit them- 
ſelyes as well as they can:;But they knew that an 
Explanation of the Act would take up time,and 
that was the Subſcribers chief Aim. Tho 'twas a 
Rude Requeſt,for the Shallower part of the Com- 


mon-Council to deſire an Explanation of the' At _ 


for themſelves, when the Lord Mayor and Courr of 
Aldermen and the Wiſer part of their own Mem- 
bers were ſatisfied already, and defired no ſuch 
enlightning of their Underſtanding ; as if the 
Houſe had nothing to do bur to gratifie their 
want of Wit or Pretence of Scruple. Eſpecially 
when at their own Mecting, they themſelves 
could not agree upon putgyng the Queſtion 
about the Addreſs to be Wc: what words 
of the Act they would have cxplained. And that 
tho ſome of their Number made a Motion for 
ſuch aQueſtion to be put, yet others oppoſed it 
as Senſecleſs and Ridiculous. | 

It is alfo farther obſcryable, that they who 
make theſe loud Complaints of the Infringement 
of their Ancient Rights and Priviledges,were many 
of them the very Men that ſurrender'd them up 
with ſuch an caſie Compliance to the Tyranny 
of the Court at that time,as if they had ſo many 
Shackles that rather gall'd their Heels. So that in 


Them 


pb 
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| Them, it 1s only to be look'dupon as a Pretence 
| for Diſturbance,to make ſuch a Buſtle for Rights 
| and Priviledges which they contemn'd and 
| ſighted formerly to that Degrec.as to preter the 
| Barley-Corns of Court-Favour before 'em. How 
did they formerly quarrel with their Ancient 
Rights and Priviledges inthe EleCtions of Mayors 
and Sheriffs? How did they Labour and Toy], 
Moyl and Tug to Subvert the Ancient Rights 
| and Priviledges of the City, to further and up- 
hold the Tyrannical and Arbitrary Proceedings 
of the Court? So that indeed, were it not for the 
| fake of others, they may be ſaid to be unworthy 
of the Priviledges from which they pretend to - 
be debar'd ; more eſpecially ſince that now they 
| enjoy them again they make ſo 1ll uſe of 'em; 
| and challenge only the Breach of their Privi- 
| ledges to divide the Nation, and reſtore the 
| profeſsd Foe of Engliſh Liberty.Which leads yee 
| toconſider who they are that make the-Com- 
plants. 

It may be truly ſaid, that for almoſt Twenty 
Years together,this Nation was wholly goyern'd 
| by the French King, under two as Obedicnt Pu- 
| Pls as his Heart could haye defired; he Pro- 

rogud and Difloly'd our Parliaments; told us 
when we ſhould make War and Peace with the 
D Dutch : 


_— —— OOO I —— 


"—  ——— ww  --  —— —__— 


PO WF T”IPmumn 


—_— 
29-_ R 
I ed Wer a. ee r—<—s 


( 22 ) 
Dutch ; how we ſhould behayeour ſelves at the 
Negotiation of Nimeghen : He adviſed the two 
late Kings to Rule Deſporically like himſelf ; 
and to year up the Foundations of the Laws and 
Libertics of the Kingdom. And theſe Subſcribers 
are they that ſeem to be fo in love with his Go- 
vernment, that they would fain have the fame 
again. They have ſuch a fond Aﬀection for Sla- 
very and Popery, that they are mad to ſee any 
Body go about to hurt ſo dear a Friend to King 
Zames.as the French King. Tis pity, they cry,that 
a poor Prince, who has been at ſo many Years Ex- 
pence of Toyl and Mony xo enlarge his Territo- 
ries ſhould loſe the Benefit of his Treacherics and 
waſtful Uſurpations upon his Neighbours, by 
the Oppoſition of England; and therefore they 1I 
do what they can to diſſipate the Storm that 
hangs over his Head. Shall he protect our Great 
and Faft K.Zames and we not lend a helping hand 
to impede K.Filiiam's Preparations againſt Him? 
And it a Petition to the Parliament as we are cer- 
tainly rold,will do the Buſineſs, tis the leaft thing 
we can do. Theſe are the Men that care not 
w hat becomes of theirCountry,fſoK. Fames comes 
in again. They long to be at their Old Trade of 
making work tor the Hang-man. You may pick 
vp &ycral of 'cm in the Famous Tryals E m 
or 
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Lord Rufel, Rouſe, Sir Sam.Bernardifton, Mr.Pa- 
pillion, Bateman, and thoſe Barbarous Perſecuti- 
ons of Dr.0ats tor Perjury, under the Ipſe Dixit's 
of that ſame Tamerlane of the Law,Chict Juſtice 
Fefferies. No leſs than Sixty of theſe arc reckon'd 
up to be of the Number of thoſe, that {trove 
with ſuch a Slayiſh Emulation to Sacrifice their 
Ancient Rights and Priviledges,to the Imperious 
Moloch, Arbitrary Tyranny, on purpoſe to make 
a meer Go/gotha of the City ; and with a fawn- 
ing Officiouſneſs reſign'd their own Liberty to 
Inſlave others.So that it is not ſo much to be ad- 
mired, that ſuch Men ſhould be fo eafily invea- 
gled by the Enemies of the Government as it is 
to be wondered how ſuch People ſhould be ad- 
mitted to the Advantages of being qualified by 
their Places, to promote the Diſtractions and 
Confuſion which better Headpieces contriye. 
For had not the Chief Incendiarics ſuch Tools 
andInſtruments as theſe, they would be at a great 
Loſs. K.Zames would ſutfer none to be Rampant 
in his Reign, but ſuch as with open Arms cm- 
braced his Arbitrary Rule. But ſuch is the Gen- 
tleneſs of this Government, in hopes to reclaim 
theſe Stubborn and Reſtleſs Facobites, that it ad- 
mits 'em into the very Boſom of it ; while they 
are fo far from being mollified by ſuch an In- 

D 2 dulgence, 
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dulgence, that they only croud by Head and 
Shoulders into Place of Action, on purpoſe ta do 
Miſchief. *Tis true,they ſhelter themſelves under 
a Pretence of being great Zealots for the Church 
of England,but whether 1t be not a Service more 
Gratctul to the Church of Rowe than that of 
England, to aſhiſt the recalling of King James, 
1s a queſtion they might eaſily themſelves re- 
ſolve, were they ſo minded. And as for their 
Aﬀection to the Preſent Government, it was 
a Sign they had very Little, when all the 
Money that their Loan to His Majeſty amounted 
to, was no more than Seven Thouſand Pound; 
and a great part of that too called in again, up- 
on the laſt altering of the Militia. But they are 


put-in ſuch Hopes of King James's Return 


by May-day next, as ſome there are who make 
no Scruple to give out, and therefore that 
King William's Voyage into Holand 1s but an 
Honourable Flight, that upon the Cautions 


of Prudence, theſe Men are tender of doing 


too much for King William, leſt they ſhould 
Forfcit their Reputation to their Wiſh'd-for 
Idolater. They arc all Flaſh and Self-conceit; 
Paſſionate and Violent, where the Fondneſfs of 
their Dotage Hurries them. Three dangerous 


Compolitons to Miſ-guide fuch Perſons that 


 beheve 
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believe they know more than they do; and 
never conſider the Fatal Inconveniencies of 
| Future Conſequences. And from fuch Men 
| as theſe, what Good can be expected ro- 
ward the Settling of a Government, that 
has becn labouring above theſe Twenty Years, 
under the Difſlocations of Premeditated Ty- 
| ranny, and rather requires the moſt Healing 
and Balſamick Remicdies, than the pernicious 
Drugs of Diviſion and Faction, that only 
Feſter and Corrode. 
| There are ſome Men that always hate the 
| Preſent, though never ſo good ; always co- 
| vet ſomething to come, though neyer ſo un- 
certain ; and always extol and celebrate what 
| is paſt, though ncver ſo Bad ; Of this Hu- 
mour the Subſcribers ſeem to be. But ſuch | 
a Humour will neyer ſuffer the- Kingdom to | 
be at reſt; ſuch. People being Tools ſtill þ 
rcady at hand. for thoſe to work withall, that | 
love to ſee their Country always in a Flu- | 
Ctuating Condition. And thus they that 
ſhould bar up all Entrances againſt Sedition 
and Diviſion, are called in to be the Chief 
Perſons that ſet open: the Doors for Diftraftion 


and Commotion. 


But 
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But as the Subſcribers are not alone, ſo it 1s8no 
hard matter to give a ſhrew'd Gueſs, who they 
are that both prompt and incenſe precipitate 
Zeal, wherc-ever they meet with Subjects fit to 
| work upon. And of this Number are many that 
| | wear the Habit indeed of the Church of En- 
| gland, but who make it their chicteſt buſineſs to 

promote the Intereſt of the Church of Rome,who 

| by vertue of their Profcilion, gaining an Aſcen- 

dant over the Conſciences of many People,make 

an xl uſe of the Confidence their Admirers have 

i of their Evangelick Probity.Theſc Interlopers in | 

1 Afﬀairs of Stare, being once deluded and well | 
| 
[ 


inſtructed by the Canonical Politicks that ſir at 
| the Helm of the Church-Militant, are the moſt | 
| Proper Inſtruments to cajole the Laity. Theſe are | 
if the fitteſt Men in the World to ſow Diviſion and 
if Diſcord ; becauſe that what they ſay,is thought 

W -- to be derived from Scripture ; and therefore the 

|| more Dangerous, becauſe Corruptio Optimi eſt 
\ if Peſſima. Theſe are for the firſt Employers, whe- 

| | ther Temporal or Eccleſiaſtical. So that if either 

| 


have occaſion to make uſe of tneir Activity 
| to promote a Factionto difturb- the Publick 
Wl | Peace, or to interrupt the Precceding of the Go- 
| if vernment, preſently theſe young Levites go and 
| touch their Tongues with a Coal trom theAltar; 
' 


and 
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and then like the Syrian Ennrs, that Headed the 
Slaves againſt their Maſters in the Sicilian Ser- 
vikeWar,who by holding a Nutſhel in his Mouth 
ſtuffe with lighted Sulphur, breath'd out Fire at 
the ſame time that he ſpoke,to incenſe the Reſolu- 
tions of his Fellow-Captives, they ſputter our their 
Flaming Divinity,to kindle theCombultibleMart- 
ter already dry'd and prepar'd to their Hands. 
The cauſe of many Conflagrations in State, not 
fo caſie to be: quenched, when thorowly blown 
up. Theſe Men love K. Zames,for the Inquiſitions 
ſake,and the French King for the fake of hisDra- 
goons; and think no Government cafic to them- 
ſclycs, but ſach a one as will permit them, with 
Scourges and Impriſonment, to Lord it over the 
Conſaences of their Brethren. Not confidering 
that in K.Zames's Reign, there were four or five 
Prieſts buſily every day cmploy'd for ſeveral 
Months together, in the Augmentation Office, 
to take an exa&t Accompt of All the Lands and 
Livings in the Kingdom. And they may be ſure 
thoſe Abby-Lubbers did not take all that pains 
for Their Advantage, had they the Wit to appre- 
hend it. What would then have become of the 
Enlargement of their Juriſdiction, which now 
they ſo zcalouſly, cven to Mutiny and Faction, 


contend for > Unleſs it be out of an Obſtinare 
 Reſe- 
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Reſolution, to Uphold and Juſtifie that Ancient 
Adagy of In nemine Domini incipit Omne Malum. 
What Fair Promiſes and Engagements K. Fames 
has made theſe Levitical Sticklers,they bet know 
themſelves, but certainly their ſarett way 1s, to 
havea care how they truſt him. Moſt certainat 1s, 
that the Clergy of the Church of Ezg/and ought 
to be ſupported in their Lawtul Rights, and-1n 


all the Power and Dignity that belongs to them. 


But theſe Men are ſo cager to extend their Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, that their Straining it ſo 
high, becomes a'perfect Mark of Extrayagant 


Ambition, obyiouſly to be objected againſtand 


from which the World draws Infercnces no way 
Serviceable to:the Church in General.And there- 
fore {ince they were fo paſſionate in their Tran(- 
ports for Paſſive Obedience and Non-reſiſtance,un- 
der an Exorbitant and Law-contemning Reign, 
they would do much better to practiſe their 
own Doctrine under a Juſt and Gentle Prince. 

In a word, whoever they were that adviſed, 
or fram'd, or ſubſcribed this Petition, it appears 
by the 1ll Luck it has had, to have been a Mali- 
tous, Mutinous, and indeed Ungodly Facobite 
Contrivance, to diſturb the Proceedings of the 
Parliament, the Peace of the City, and by delays, 
and unſcaſonable Diverſions, to diſappoint and 

fru- 
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fruſtrate an Enterprize more Glorious than the 
Expeditions of our Former Monarchs to reſcue 
Feruſalem, which was only a piece of Bigotted 
and Superſtitious Zeal, for the Recovery of a 
City, which Heaven it ſelf had deſtin'd to Perpe- 
tual Deſtruction : Thys, a Deſign of Royal Cha- 
rity and Generolity to reſcue all Europe from 
Threatned Servitude, and propagate the Trueſt 
Religion now Extant in the World. For which 
unwary and inconſiderate Act, if the Subſcribers 
and their Abettors, have deſerved Hard Words, 
and perhaps Severer Thoughts, tis no more than 
what they have brought upon themſclves, for 
not duly weighing his Majeſties own Expreſſ}- 
ons, in his Speech to the Parliament upon the 
Second of Oftober laſt, wherein he thus concludes, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I look upon the 
Future well being of this Kingdom, to depend upon 
the Reſults of your Counſels and Determinations at 
this Time; And the Benefit will be double by the 
Speed of your Reſolutions; inſomuch that I hope 
you will agree with me in this Concluſion : That 
whoever goes about to obſtruft or divert your Appli- 
cations to theſe Matters, preferable to all others, can 
neither be My Friend nor the Kingdoms. 

The laſt thing to be conſidered is,Whar Per- 
ſons they are who are complaincd againſt. And 
here we are to obſerye, that the Subſcribers 
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chicfeſt Eye-ſore,is the Preſent Lord Mayor : He 
is not for their Turn, and therefore they would þ 
have him removed.He will not act for K.Zames's 
Intereſt, as they do, and therefore they would 
have a more Supple Gentleman that will. They 
knew full well, with what Conſtancy and 
Courage He formerly withſtood the Torrent 
of the late Arbitrary Vielences offered to the 
City,till by their Aſſiſtance it grew ſo Impetuous, 
| that it bore down all the Mounds of Law and 
| | Juſtice before it. They knew that for his thus 


| aſſerting the Ancient Franchiſes of the City, he 
| became the Object of the Duke of 7ork's Fury, 
| who becauſe he could not faſten any Pretence 
| upon Him to take away his Life,rcſolved to make 
| it as Miſerable as he could, and to have crum- 
bled him at length to pieces by the weight of a 
Scandalum Magnatum,under the Managementof 
aSwaggcring Judge,a Pack'd Jury,andPrompted 
Tcltimonics; nor could ever any Atonement be 
made, of his High Diſplcafure againſt a Perſon 
that had ſtood up for the Rights and Liberties _ 
of the City, as Sherift Pilkington did,and retuſed in 
to pack a Jury to take away the Lite of the Earl 
of Shaftsbary. They knew kim to be one of thoſe 
who thus deeply ſufter'd at a time, when ſome- 
thing in the Shape of Juſtice Heetor'd, Whip'd, 
Impriſon'd, Hung, Drew and Quarter'd, -_ = 
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headed all that came near her, that had incurrd 
the Popiſh Succeſſor's Wrath. And therefore,as if 
they ſtill were of opinion that thoſe things are 
Crimes, which were Criminal at that time, 
Old Grudges are wak'd from a long Sleep, 
(nay, whether they were ever aſleep or no is the 
Queſtion) and ſuch an Enemy to the D.of York, 
and conſequently K. Zames,muſt be laid aſide,and 
Sacrificed to a ſecond Revenge of Former In- 
dignation.For ſince there 1s nothing elſcAlledged 
againſt him, but what is only Impertinence and 
Calumny,it is ſhrewaly to be innuendo'd, that the 
Subſcribers Hatred againſt him1s of an old Date. 
His Conformity to the Church of England is 
ſo apparent to the World, that the Fort was not 
to be taken by any Batteries that were to be 
made on that ſide. His Loyalty to a Prince that 
has ſpared neither his Perſon nor his Pains, to the 
Kingdoms Good ; that has pretcr'd the Satisfaction 
of hisSubjeets before the molt Solid Advantages 
of his Crown ; his Loyalty to this true Engliſh 
Prince 1s fo unſhaken , they could not ſtir it. 
Therefore he muſt be atrack'd with ſpecious 
Pretences, and plauſible Inſinuations of irregu- 
larly Adminiſtring the Aﬀaurs of the City, And 
in order to this they raiſe Quarrels and Diffec- 
rences among themſelves, de Lana Caprina,Scru- 
ple the Legality of the Lord Mayer's — 
when 
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when the Scrutiny was wav'd by the Perſons 
thar demanded it, and that they declar'd their 
SarisfaCtion in the Choice, challenge to them- 
ſelyes Authorities which never appertained to 
their Juriſdiction , and bring a Charge of In- 
fringement of their Priviledges upon Falſe and 
Slender Allegations, to Peſter and Intangle the 
Juſtice of the Lord Mayor, and involve the 
Court of Aldermen in the Broil, on purpoſe to 
create an occaſion of Undue and Unjuft Com- 
plaint, while the Irregular Returns of Common- 
Council-Mcn m the Wards of Alderſgare and 
Dowoate arc cunningly laid as Foundations for 
.the Nat .And then to involve the Parlfament 
in their Litigious and Groundleſs Contentions, 
they muſt be Petition'd ro Explain their AF, by 
Z Perſons out of Common-Counci, when t was 


oppoſed as Unneceſſary and Troubleſome in 
the Aſſembly it ſelf in a Body together. And 
all this not much unlike the Hubbubs which 
ſome People raiſc in the Streets, that they may 
have an Opportunity to Deprive Honeſt Men of 
what they carry about'them. Bur as Envy ac- 
quir'd by well-doing, begets Eſteem and Repu- 
ration,ſo it redounds to the Honour of the Lord 
Mayor, that none were fo great Enemies to the 
Conſul Cicero, as they that were engaged in the 
Conſpiracy of Catiline. 
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